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| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

CHRI'S, maybe early 40s, stands at a kitchen sink. He |ooks
down at what is the nost disgustingly clogged sink in
cinematic history.

CHRI S
(YELLING TO O S.)
HOW MANY TI MES HAVE | TOLD YQU
ABOUT THE EGGSHELLS?

FEMALE VO CE (O. S.)
IT WsSNT MEl I TS EVERYONE! I T S
CUMULATI VE! STOP BLAM NG | T ON ME
EVERYTI ME!

CHRI S

(quietly)
Al ways t he goddamm eggshel | s.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

CHRIS tries to plunge the sink vigorously with a toil et
pl unger.

After several attenpts, he | ooks down at his failed efforts.

CHRI S
GODDAWM T!

He tosses the toilet plunger into the dirty sink water. A
droplet of dirty grey water splashes himin the eye,
frustrating himeven nore.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

CHRI'S | ooks at a business card sitting next to his open
wal | et. He holds a phone to his ear.

CHRI S
Hey, Dave! Wat’'s going on, how are
you buddy? Good, good. That’s good
to hear man. Hey, listen: are you
free today? |’ m having probl ens
wth ny...ah, alright. Neverm nd
then. Just thought |I’'d ask.

He hangs up the phone, |ooks back at the sink, and sighs.



| NT. BASEMENT BEDROOM - DAY

A slightly chubby man, RANDY, 50s, is fast asleep on an air
mat tr ess.

The surrounding scene RANDY is in is a ness: dirty clothes
strewn about all over, and a couple of enpty beer cans. It
doesn’t | ook |like he made the decision to go to sleep the
previous night, it |ooks Iike he just passed out in the

m ddl e of a night of heavy dri nking.

After a nonent a phone ring wakes hi m up.

RANDY struggles to | ocate his phone in the pockets of a pair
of jeans on the floor nearby. By the tinme he gets to it, he
has m ssed the call.

RANDY
Fuck!

He tosses the phone aside, and goes back to sl eep.

| NT. HOVE OFFI CE - DAY
CHRIS is on his conputer, scrolling through search results.

He calls a nunber.

CHRI S
Hey, it’s nme. | know, | know. You
can’t cone. But listen: I'"'mat a
|l oss for who | can call. |'ve tried

to fix the problemnyself, and
you're the only one | know. Is
t here anyone el se you' d recomend?

VOCE (O S.)
Yeah...but....he’s not... 1'Il give
you the nunber to a guy | know. But
this guy isn't really the greatest.
Hi s nane’s Randy.

CHRI S
| found his nunber online already.
| think I m ght have just called
him He didn’t answer.

VO CE (O S.)
That sounds like him
alright....just call again. You

m ght not reach himuntil the third
try, but he’s the only one |I can

( MORE)
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VOCE (O S.) (cont’d)
think of that’'d be able to cone on
such short noti ce.

CHRI S
Fi ne.

| NT. BASEMENT BEDROOM - DAY

The phone ring wakes RANDY again. He struggles to |locate the
phone in time once again.

This tinme, he doesn’t go back to sl eep.
He stands up, stretches, and yawns.
He | ooks around at the ruins of his surroundi ngs.

RANDY
Jesus.

He wal ks around the room | ocating the enpty cans of beer and
bottles of whiskey, trying to get what he can nuster up from
each of them I1t’s not nuch, but it’s not a bad anpunt of
remai ni ng |iquid.

RANDY
Alright. Let’s do this shit.

INT. CHRIS KITCHEN - DAY
CHRI S | ooks at the sink again.

DEBRA
What’s going on? Is it fixed yet?

CHRI S
No, I'mtrying.

DEBRA
Call the guy again.

CHRI S
| called twi ce already, and no
answer .

DEBRA
He’s the only one avail abl e?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

CHRI S

No one el se is answering.
DEBRA

Vll try himagain.
CHRI S

Yeah, |’ m gonna have to.
DEBRA

Listen, it wasn't ne this tine.

CHRI S
| don’t know, Debbie. I'mpretty
meticulous with this stuff.

DEBRA
After the last tinme, | swear. |’ve
been scraping off all ny food NOT
in the sink.

CHRI S
Yeah, yeah. Okay, fine. | believe
you.

DEBRA
| m going out today. | can’t be
around t he house when you're like
this.

CHRI S

Yeah, sure. Leave ne with the
probl em Cone back when it’s fixed.

DEBRA
Ckay fine, do you want to go out
t hen?

CHRI S

No, it’s fine. These nmi ntenance
guys see a woman al one and think
they can take advantage of her with
the price.

DEBRA
Ckay fair enough. But don't say |
never offered.



| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY
RANDY st ands over the sink and cracks two eggs in a gl ass.
He stirs the eggs with a fork, and takes a breath.

He | ooks at the mixture for a second, holds his nose, and
chugs it down.

RANDY
Ugh.

He fills the glass with tap water and chugs that down as
wel | .

Suddenl y, his phone rings again.
He answers this tine.

RANDY
(nmuttering to hinself)
Jesus Christ. Wiy do | even
bot her....Hello? Hello.

CHRI S
Hello? Is this... Am | speaking to
Randy?

RANDY sneezes, and CHRI S | ooks weirded out.

RANDY
Yeah, last tine | checked. Wy?

CHRI S awkwardly | aughs, unsure of his sense of hunour.

CHRI S
| ve got a clogged sink, are you
free today?

RANDY
Yeah, sure.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - DAY
A beat-up, dirty car that shoul d ve been abandoned years ago

nmoves through a qui et nei ghborhood sloppily. At one point,
the car veers a little too close to a curb.



I NT. CAR - DAY

RANDY drives while reaching for sonmething in the passenger
seat. Wien he | ooks up fromwhatever it is he’s | ooking for,
he realizes the car is not where it wants to be.

RANDY
OCh, shit! Haha! d ose one.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

RANDY finally pulls over at a curb, and takes a | ook at the
house he’s parked in front of. He | ooks at a piece of scrap
paper, squinting at the nessily witten address. He | ooks at
t he house, and then back at the paper, trying to nake sense
of it.

RANDY is the type of guy that has probably needed gl asses
for years, but will never see an eye doctor.

RANDY
Fuck it.

He retrieves a small bottle of vodka fromthe gl ove
conpartnent, and takes a little nip.
| NT. HOUSE - FRONT W NDOW - DAY

CHRI S wat ches as RANDY gets equi pnment fromhis trunk. He
| ooks confused, alnost |ike he’s thinking, "THAT S the guy?"

As RANDY wal ks to the house - dressed in jeans and an old
crappy band t-shirt (something like APRIL WNE or RUSH) with
the tour year dating back over a decade, CHRI S (wearing a
dress shirt and suit pants) gets visibly unconfortable.

| NT. / EXT. FRONT DOOR - DAY

RANDY and CHRI S | ook at each other sternly for a nonent.

RANDY
You' re the sink guy, right?

CHRI S
Yes, that’'s correct.

RANDY t akes a step in the house.
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RANDY
You know it’'l| be extra because
it’s on short notice, right?

CHRI S
No probl em

RANDY conti nues wal king in the house.

RANDY
Vell, alright then.

CHRI S
Can | get you sonething to drink?
Wat er, coffee?

RANDY
Coffee if ya got it.
CHRI S
No problem
RANDY

Li sten, can | use your bat hroom
real quick?

CHRI S
Sure, it’s just right down there.
Around the corner.

RANDY
Thanks. Rough ni ght.

Wi | e RANDY | eaves, CHRIS gets to work on an el aborate
latte. W see the entire process as he puts the espresso in
t he machi ne conpartnent, presses it down with the tanper,
the shots cone pouring out, he puts foany mlk on top, and
then he grinds sonme type of dark chocolate with a tiny
cheese grater. It |looks |ike sonething you d buy at a cafe.
| NT. BATHROOM - DAY - SAME TI ME

RANDY pukes his guts out in the toilet.
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

RANDY wal ks back into the kitchen, where CHRI S hands hi mthe
| atte.
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CHRI S
Here you are.

RANDY
What is this? | just wanted coffee.

CHRI S
It is coffee.

RANDY
Yeah but, what’'s all of this stuff
on top of it?

CHRI S
MIk. It's a latte.

RANDY
A what ?

RANDY sets the drink down.

RANDY
Look...l"m not sure what kinda cal
thisis. "'mnot...|l nean...| don’t
need this fancy mlk stuff on top

i ke that.
CHRI S | aughs briefly, thinking RANDY is joking.

RANDY
| nmean, how s it gonna | ook? Me
drinking a thing like that. It’'s
just weird, man.

CHRI S
" mnot sure | know what you
mean...but it’'s fine. 1I"Il just
make you one with plain coffee.

CHRI'S | ooks li ke he’'s gonna say sonething else, but he stops
hi msel f. He watches this stranger wal ki ng around his hone,
and he sort of GLARES when RANDY isn’t | ooking.

CHRI S
To be honest, this isn't gonna be a
tough job. | coul d ve probably done

it nyself, but I didn't wanna get
my hands too dirty.

RANDY stops wal king in the house once he’'s reached the
kitchen sink. He drops his box of tools on the floor |oudly.
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RANDY
Let’ s have a | ook.

RANDY | ooks at the sink and the disgusting nmurky water.

He rolls up his t-shirt so it’s just bare arm show ng. He
sticks his armin the puddl e of water and starts feeling
around.

CHRI S gri naces.

CHRI S
You don’t want gl oves or sonet hing?
|’ msure we have sone |ying around
sonmewher e.

RANDY shakes his head "no."

CHRI S
You sure? | can get a pair easily.

RANDY
Don’'t need 'em

CHRI S
Why do you have to feel around for?
It’s just clogged, fix it.

RANDY | ooks uni npressed.

RANDY
| ve gotta diagnose the probl em
before | can just fix it. OQherw se
| won’t know what |’ m fixing.

CHRIS rolls his eyes.

CHRI S
Fi ne, what ever.

RANDY pulls his armout of the sink |like he was just fisting
a swanp nonster. He drips dirty water all over the kitchen
floor. CHRIS tries to ignore it.

CHRI S
el | ?
RANDY
Well....it's fucked up pretty good.

RANDY puts his arm back into the sink.
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CHRI S
lt’s ny wife. | keep telling her
not to let eggshells get in the
sink. But she doesn't |isten.

RANDY
| don’t know. The danage here don’t
seemto be fromone thing. This
type of thing has to be over a | ong
period of tine. Seens cunulative to

me.
CHRI S
No shit?
RANDY
You got ki ds?
CHRI S
Yeah. Three.
RANDY

Wel| there you go. Even in a
househol d wi th soneone as anal as
yourself....no offense...a wife is
one thing. But kids don't help. And
you’' ve got THREE of the fucking
things, so that’'s a |otta damage.

CHRI S
Oh man.

RANDY t akes his armout again, and wipes it on his jeans.

CHRI S
So it wasn't ny wfe?

RANDY
Probably not just her, no. Look,
|"ve been doing this shit for
awhile. 9 tines outta 10 it’s not
wonen, it’s the whol e damm house.
Cunul ati ve damage. That includes
you.

CHRI S | ooks upset and slightly enbarrassed at the notion of
being told he’s wong by sonmeone that appears to be |ess
educat ed.

RANDY
If it’s any consolation...toilets
are anot her story.
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CHRI S
What’ s that?
RANDY
Well, as a plunber | can honestly

tell you that wonen fuck up toilets
nore than men. They use toil et
paper nore than we do, and the
toilets get clogged nore when they

use 'em
CHRI S
Real | y?
RANDY
Yup. In fact, | have severa

pl unber friends that have refused
to shack up with their girlfriends
because of that problem Ask any
pl unber, they' Il tell ya.

CHRI S
Wow. . ..

RANDY | ooks at the sink, and then back at CHRI S.

CHRI S
Al right, so what now?
RANDY
W' ve gotta...l’ ve gotta take a

| ook at these pipes.

RANDY starts | ooking under the sink. There’'s a little
cupboard that opens up with a big pipe that goes fromthe
sink to further down.

RANDY
Jesus Christ on a cross, would you
| ook at that!

CHRI S
What ?

RANDY
| nmean, you think you know a pl ace!

CHRI S
What! What’s w ong?

RANDY
How ol d are these pipes?
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CHRI S
How am | supposed to know?

RANDY
You |ive here, don’t you?

CHRI S
Yeah, but that’'s not ny field. |I'm
a lawer, that’s not sonmething |I'd
even think to ask.

RANDY
You nean you didn’'t even ask the
real estate agent when you bought
t he pl ace?

CHRI S shakes his head "no."

RANDY
Well that’s the problemright
t here.

RANDY points to the pipes under the sink.

CHRI S
VWhat ?

RANDY
It’s your wife. Your kids. You. And
t hose pipes. They' re old as shit,
man. They’re copper, and they're
too narrow to be letting gunk pass
t hr ough.

CHRI S stares as RANDY | ooks like he is preparing to | eave.

CHRI S
So what do we do now? Do | have to
get new pi pes or what?

RANDY
Not hi ng.

CHRI S
Not hi ng? What do you nean, what’s
the solution here? What are you
going to do?

RANDY
| " m goi ng hone.
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CHRI S
What ? |’ m payi ng you to-

RANDY
You paid nme to come over and
DI AGNCSE t he problem which is
exactly what | just did. You're
payi ng for the diagnosis. FIXI NG
the issue is another $150 an hour,
maybe nore dependi ng on how fucked
up the copper is.

CHRI S | ooks at himin disbelief.

CHRI S
Fine. FINE. Whatever. You w n, man.
You fucking ASSHOLE. All of you
guys are the same. What can we do
today to get this over with?

CHRIS gets his wallet out and retrieves $150,
t 0 RANDY.

13.

then hands it

RANDY counts the noney, pockets it, and then | ooks at the

pi pes agai n.

RANDY
Here’'s what we gotta do: |’ m gonna
open up the pipes and see if | can
unfuck it up normally.

CHRI S
And if not?
RANDY
Then we’'ll deal with that then.

RANDY starts inspecting the pipes again while
and wat ches.

CHRI S
Hey, listen. I’msorry | snapped at
you like that. It’s not |ike ne.
You're just doing a job, and it’s
your business. | get it. Sorry.

RANDY
It’s okay, | don’t give a shit.
|’ve seen it all

CHRI S
| know, | just....lt’s unlike ne is
all. Sorry...

CHRI S st ands
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RANDY
Really, it’s fine. I’ve dealt with
your Kkinda guy before.

CHRI S
What’ s that supposed to nmean?

RANDY | ooks up from under the sink and looks CHRIS in the
eye.

RANDY
You know.

RANDY goes back to worKk.

RANDY
Lawyer...nice guy until you’ re not
getting your way. You like things
inlife to go a certain way all the
tinme. | understand.

RANDY wi nks at CHRI S.

CHRI S
Hey listen, man. |’ m not sure what
you're getting at. O what you're
trying to say here or
whatever...but | don't really
appreci ate your tone.

RANDY | ooks at him and pauses as if thoughtfully
considering CHRIS statenent.

After a nonent, he returns to opening up the pipes.

RANDY
Alright |awer. | hear ya.

He goes back to work on the pipes, not |ooking at CHRI S
anynore.

RANDY
(to hinself)
| don’t appreciate a lotta things
inthis life....You don't hear ne
conplainin .

Before CHRIS can retort, RANDY |oudly breaks a pi pe open.

RANDY
VWHOA! Here we go!!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

RANDY gets deeper into investigating. H s whole head is
underneath the sink, and his eyeballs are alnbst in the
pipe. He is totally imersed in what he’s doing now, I|ike
the stakes are greater.

RANDY
Wowl

CHRI S
What ? What do you see?

RANDY
It’s clogged to hell!

CHRI S
| know, that’s why | called you

He | ooks at CHRIS.
RANDY
No, | nean...there’'s a LOT of shit
in there!
He | ooks back to the pipes, and then back at CHRIS.

RANDY
| can’t do it.

CHRI S
You’ re ki ddi ng.

RANDY st ands up.

RANDY
No, | mean | can’'t do it right now
Not like this. W gotta get a
snake.

CHRI S
A snake?

RANDY
It’s atool to get in there. You
can only do so much with Ii quid and
pl ungers, you gotta get in there
and fix it. There’'s a lotta

shit...too nuch.

CHRI S
Huh. . . okay.
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RANDY
A snake' ||l get in there and all ow
us to burrow right through the
grease and build up and...and shit.
|’ mpretty sure | saw cherry pits
in there. That could take all week
to uncl og.

CHRI S
Why don’t you have a snake al ready?

RANDY
| have one al ready, but | could use
a new one. And to tell you the
truth: | thought this was just
gonna be a CLR thing.

CHRI S
Nope. | already put CLR and it
didn’t work.

RANDY
You’ d be surprised how nmany hones
go to and the poor folks don’t know
how easy the problemis

CHRI S
And you take advantage of 'enf

RANDY
Why not ? Busi ness i s business.

CHRI S
Look, where are we gonna get this
snake? Are we taking a trip to Hone
Depot or what ?

RANDY
Yeah.

CHRI S
That' s |i ke an hour wast ed.

RANDY | ooks at his watch.

RANDY
Yup. So0?

CHRI S
So I’ m payi ng you by the hour!

RANDY | ooks around the house.
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RANDY
| have a feeling you' Il be fine.
Don't worry, let’s go.

CHRI S
Il be fine? It doesn’'t matter,
"s the principle. If you re gonna
ke advantage of nme, can you at
ast just look nme in the eye and
ell me that’s what you re doi ng?
|”mnot an idiot.

|
it
ta
l e
t

RANDY
What are you tal king about? |
didn’t plan this, nman.

CHRI S
You know what |’ mtal king about.
This whol e thing you re on. Making
me feel bad | live in a nice house.
Calling me awer...l don't I|ike
it.

RANDY
But what's the problen? You' re a
| awyer, ain't you? What’s wrong
with that?

CHRI S
It’s how you say it.

RANDY | ooks at himseriously for a nonent.
RANDY
Ckay, fine.
| NT. RANDY’ S CAR - DAY
RANDY drives as CHRIS sits sonewhat nervously in the

passenger seat. Periodically, CHRIS will appear to be
anxi ous at random nonents RANDY's driving gets too erratic.

CHRI S
You know where you’ re headed,
right?

RANDY
Yeah, yeah. I’'mfine.

CHRI S

You sure? You don't want the GPS?
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Si | ence.

18.

RANDY
GP what? Naw, man. |I'’m GOCD! |’ ve
driven to fucking Hone Depot
before, you' re asking ne like I'm
driving to Siberia. It’s not a big

deal , man.
CHRI S
You can’t drive to Siberia.
RANDY
Huh?
CHRI S
Not hi ng.
CHRI S
You sure you don’t want ne to
drive?
RANDY
No.
CHRI S
So...April Wne, huh?
RANDY
What ?
CHRI S
Your shirt.
RANDY
Oh yeah....l1’ve had this for years.
You a fan?
CHRI S
Yeah sure, they have a coupl e good
songs.
RANDY

You ever go to one of their shows?

CHRI S
Unfortunately, no. They' re one of
t hose bands that | would ve for
sure when | was younger. But then
life happens, you get married, have
a kid, get a dog. One of those
things that slips the m nd.
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RANDY
Dude they' re touring all the tine.
A buddy of mne can get you tickets
in Niagara Falls, easy peasy. Just
say the word, | can get you tickets
by 4pm t oday.

CHRI S
That’s...that’s alright. You're
m ssing the point.

RANDY
You sure? It’s easy, man.

CHRI S
Eh...that’ s okay. Too nmuch stuff in
life to worry about. Thanks though.

RANDY stops the car abruptly, and CHRIS hits his head on the
dashboar d.

RANDY
Did you just call me an asshol e?
CHRI S rubs his nose, still recovering.
CHRI S

What ? NO | said THANKS, THOUGH

RANDY
Ch....haha. Sorry. My hearing ain't
the best in the world anynore.

CHRI S
Jesus, Randy.

RANDY
What the fuck were we even tal king
about again?

CHRI S
| don't know, it doesn't matter.

RANDY
Ah...you Il be fine.

CHRI S
| don’t know, ny nose feels-

RANDY

Oh yeah, April Wne! | can get you
tickets anytine, just say the word!
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CHRI S
No, it’s fine Randy. | don't give a
fucking shit about fucking APRIL
WNE. | was just nmaking
conversati on!

RANDY
How s your nose?
CHRI S
Don’t worry about it. Just watch
t he road.
RANDY
So....uh....how |l ong have you been
married?
CHRI S

VWhat’' s that now?

RANDY
| " m maki ng conversation too.

CHRI S
You don’t have to.

RANDY is silent, looking a little hurt.

CHRI S
13 years.

RANDY
No shit? That's nice.

CHRI S
Yeah, it’s not bad. It’s good to
have soneone to come hone to. What
about you?

RANDY
It’'s not for ne.

CHRI S
How do you know?

RANDY
| just know.

CHRI S
You were married before or...
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RANDY
No. Cane cl ose a couple years ago,
but...l don’t know, it’s not ne.
That type of thing takes a very
special person. | nean, it’s not
like | don't want to. O can't
commt or sonething. | just can’'t
do it.
CHRI S

What do you nean 'can’t’?

RANDY
| mean | don't think | can afford
it. Realistically, what am|
supposed to do as a fucking
mai nt enance man with a wife and
children? That’s no life for them
| couldn’t do that in good
consci ence.

CHRI S
|’ ve net other guys that have nade
it work.

RANDY

Yeah so have |I.

CHRI S
Cavenen did it w thout noney.

RANDY
|’ mnot a fucking caveman. A wonan
wants a guy that can provide for
her...or at |east bring sonething

to the table. | know what |’ m not,
alright? I don’t have shit to
of fer.

CHRI S

Ah come on man, don’t say that.

RANDY
|’mnot saying it like a ’poor n¥’
kinda thing. I'’msaying it
objectively here...with...wthout
enotions. It’s true. At the end of
t he day when all the jokes are done
and shit...when |I'’mconpl etely

honest with nyself....l see the
lives other guys have. | don’t
nmeasure up to other guys out there,
| really don't. | see all kinds of

houses, and | can’t conpete.
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CHRI S
You said you al ready net soneone.
How hard would it be to find
anot her person? Surely it can't be
t hat bad.

RANDY
Broke it off with her. Couldn’t do
it again man.

CHRI S

What ? Just |ike that? Wiy?
RANDY

| told you: | can't get into a

rel ati onshi p know ng damm wel | |
can’'t offer the things other guys
can. | don’t bring nmuch to the
tabl e unfortunately.

Bri ef silence.

CHRI S
How did it happen?
RANDY
Huh? Ch | don’t know, | guess |’ve
al ways been like this. |’'ve always
had a sort of weird outl ook.
CHRI S
No, | nean how did you break up
with her?
RANDY
Li ke a band-aid. Just ended it.
CHRI S
That’ s sad.
RANDY
Sure is.
RANDY

So what’s marriage |ike?

CHRI S
Marriage? Ch..uh...it’s...good.

RANDY
That nust be crazy, man. One day
you' re 4 years old clinbing a tree,
next thing you know you' re married.
It seens....restrictive, you know?
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CHRI' S
Well, it’s certainly challenging.
won't lie. But rewarding
RANDY
That sounds great.
CHRI S
What does?
RANDY

The chal l enge you’' re tal king about.
| like that kind of pressure.
Having to make that call at the end
of the night telling soneone you're
okay. It’s restrictive, but there's
a beauty to it, you know?

CHRI S
Yeah, | guess.

RANDY' s eyes start to tear up a bit, before he catches

hi nsel f.

RANDY
What the fuck am | doi ng?

He w pes his eyes and focuses on the road.

CHRI S
Don't feel too bad man. You can
al ways get married if you change
your mnd. And, hey there’s
probably stuff about you I’ m
| eal ous about. Grass is al ways
greener, etcetera.

RANDY
Maybe. You miss single life?

CHRI S
O her than the obvious part, the
nmonogany, sonetines | really mss
bei ng al one. There are tines
where...this is stupid...| wish |
could just get through a whole
nmovi e wi t hout having to pause. For
the kids or the phone ringing or
what ever probl em cones up

RANDY
Makes sense.
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CHRI S
| nmean, there are tinmes where |
literally feel like I'm
suffocating. | can’t breathe in
t hat house soneti nes.

RANDY
| could see that.

CHRI S

Just having freedomin general is a
big luxury. | like the stability,
don’t get me wong...But sonetines
it feels like I"min prison. You
get your three square neals a day
and can al ways count on shelter and
stuff, but you don’t really have a

free will. | mean, there are
certain things 1'Il never be able
to do again...l can’t just decide

to pack up and travel to Europe or
somet hi ng, you know? | probably
could, but I'd have to take ny
famly with me and figure out al
the logistics. It’s so nuch stress
figuring out the plans for
everything that by the end of it
you barely have any energy left to
enj oy whatever it is you wanted to

be doi ng.

RANDY
Bei ng al one does have its benefits.
It’s pretty peaceful. It gets sad,

but it is peaceful.

CHRI S
That sounds great.

RANDY
| nean, it’s not great. It’s
alright. As | get older I'magetting
sadder | find.

CHRI S
Yeah that’s tough. Thinking about
facing down ol d age al one is hard.
But for the nonent...you can do
anyt hing you want! Go out and get
laid, I don’t know.
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RANDY
Yeah, yeah. | know. At ny age
t hough, cone on. That shit gets old
after awhile. It’s played out.

CHRI S
Real | y?

RANDY
Oh yeah. Trust nme, man. In the 13
years you' ve been married this
dating shit hasn’t gotten any
better.

CHRI S
| don’t nean dating, | nean
just...you know. Messing around
with different wonen.

RANDY
Even that. I’'Il give you an
exanpl e: the other night I went to
this sex club downtown. It’s not
usually my thing...l nean, | used
to go all the tine. But |’ve sl owed
down a bit. Anyway, a buddy of m ne
asked nme to go. So | said fuck it:
didn’t have anything better to do.

CHRI S
Wait a second. You'll have to
excuse ny interrupting here: sex
club? What is that?

RANDY
It’'s just a place for swi ngers and
couples to go to. It’s not a big
deal . Single people can go as well,
but it’s nore for folks in the
"scene" as we like to call it.
You' re supposed to go with soneone
and nmeet anot her coupl e.

CHRI S
The scene? How is any of this real ?

RANDY
Look, it’s not |like Eyes Wde Shut.
It’s not sonme secret thing where a
bunch of rich people fuck each
ot her and sacrifice a hooker so
they’'re all inplicated and no one
can break the secret.
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CHRI S
So why don’t | know about this
pl ace?
RANDY

| don’t know. In all honesty, |
think sex is a poor people thing.
Ri ch people are too busy doing shit
t hey have nore access to.

Sai | boating or whatever the fuck.
For poor people sex is really al
we’ ve got.

CHRI S
Good point. So what is this place
like?

RANDY
It’s like a bar. Except there’'s a
spa and a sauna. Each section of
the club has a different spot to do
stuff in. There's even a pool in
one part. The only difference
bet ween the sex club and an actua
bar is...you can probably guess.

CHRI S
No way.

RANDY
Yeah. You can pretty nuch have sex
anywhere you want in the club
There are designated areas where
there’s no fucking obviously, like
a change room you m ght need your
privacy. But for the nost
part....yeah.

CHRI' S
That sounds amazi ng.

RANDY

It can be. But the other night I
went there and | just felt this
deep down...existential sadness.
Like I had the thought, this is
what adul t hood has cone to for ne?
| have to go this far to feel sone
trace of happi ness?

CHRI S
It doesn’t sound too bad. It’s not
i ke you were on heroin or

( MORE)
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CHRI S (cont’ d)
sonet hing. Lots of people have sex
W th strangers.

RANDY
I"mtelling you: it was awful.
Maybe one of the worst nights of ny
life. Right in the mddle of ne
getting it on with this woman, sone
guy sneezed on ne.

CHRI S
Wait. ..

RANDY
W were inthis dimMy [it room
There were bl ack couches everywhere
and about 60 different couples al
going at it in different
configurations. You can probably
i magine: it was chaos. | was with
this friend of mne on one of the
couches, and she was having a good
time, | was happy...it was fine.
Next thing I know, to the left of
nme sonme guy keeps bunping into ne
the entire night. Qur el bows
touched a couple tinmes. He' d say
sorry, but then keep overstepping
t hat boundary. Until finally he
fucki ng SNEEZED. H s head sl anted
to the side, getting these little
droplets of saliva and shit al
over nme.

CHRI S
That’ s di sgusti ng.

RANDY
Yeah. Stuff like that isn't stuff |
i ke about single life.

RANDY
QG her than that it’s just one
hooker after another. I'"'mnore of a

private fucker as | get older, you
know? | don’t |ike being naked
around peopl e as nuch anynore.
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CHRI' S
| get that.

RANDY
| don’t want ny experiences tainted
by random peopl e anynore. So |lately
it’s just been a stream of hookers
all sorta blurring into each other
It’s fun, but like I said, it gets
sad.

CHRIS | ooks at him not really relating or know ng how to
respond appropriately. It takes hima second to clear his
throat, and figure out how to continue the conversation even
t hough he’s now clearly unconfortabl e.

CHRI' S
Well...as long as you' re happy.
What ever you Iike.

RANDY

Shit, no one |ikes doing anything.
It’s not about what you like. It’s
about what keeps you goi ng. What
keeps your head above water. It’'s
i ke your sink. | do this shit for
mai nt enance so | don’t have to cal
sonmeone to hel p managi ng
it...there’s no plunber for life.

CHRI S
Yes there is. It's called a
t her api st.

RANDY
Fuck that. Therapy to ne is the
sane as fortune telling. If it
makes you feel better, go ahead,
but it’s nonsense to ne.

CHRI S
It can be pretty hel pful. Actually,
you know what? | could give you the
nunber of -

RANDY
t hanks. What would | do that
ff for? What busi ness does a man
e

No
st
[i me have seeing a therapist?

u

k
CHRI S

You' d be surprised.
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RANDY
Yeah, surprised at how nuch is
mssing fromny wallet at the end
of a session! Paying soneone to
listen to nmy problens just so | can
hear, "How does that nake you
feel ?" It’s a | oad of nonsense,
t hese people need to learn a trade.

CHRI S
Randy. ..l know it sounds dunb to
you, but in a lot of cultures it’s
really inmportant to have soneone
listen to your problenms. Maybe even
soneone that doesn’t say anything
at all, just sits there as a
shoul der for you to cry on while
you vent. There’s an ancient tribe
that used to practice sonething
i ke this. What we now know as
t herapy has been around for
centuries. It my seemweird
because we pay for it, but it can
be incredibly hel pful to have
soneone - a paid professional -
listen to you

RANDY
kay fine, but if you see a
t herapi st do you get to cumat the
end of it?

CHRI S sighs, frustrated.

CHRI S
No.

RANDY
Well, there you go. | don’t need
that in ny life. The only paid
professional | need to see is going
to earn her noney.

CHRI S
Suit yourself.

RANDY
Chris, I’mjust kidding around.
Look: | get it. There's merits to
t herapy, |1’ ve done it before.
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CHRI' S
Real | y?

RANDY
Yeah, couple years ago. Ran into
sone trouble with the law. It’s a
| ong story. But anyway, the judge
ordered ne to see a therapist as
part of my punishnment. Said it
woul d hel p ne heal or |earn about
nmysel f or some such shit. | had to
go about 10 tines.

CHRI S | ooks i nterested.

RANDY
It was alright. | nean, | thought
it was a load of shit for the nobst
part. But you're right. There is
sone val ue there, | suppose.
definitely learned a thing or two
about a thing or two.

CHRI S
Li ke what ?

RANDY
For instance, the lady started
telling me all this shit about
nmysel f. Wiy | drink. Wiy | see
hookers.

CHRI'S | ooks interested, waiting for himto continue.

RANDY
She said sonething like, "You
al ways project the anxiety onto
something else.” No wait, | fucked
that up. It was nore |ike, "Anxiety
mani fests itself into different
things." | can’t renmenber exactly
what it is, but you get the point.

CHRI' S
Ri ght .

RANDY
Basi cal | y what she neant
was...whatever ny issue is at a
gi ven nonent, whether it’s needing
a drink, or going out to some
ni ght cl ub and having sex with masks
on, or getting sone

( MORE)
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RANDY (cont’ d)
strange...Watever it is....it’s
not about wanting to do that
necessarily.

CHRI S
Ah. ..

RANDY
It’s just about anxiety, and ny
brain feeling unconfortable in ny
own body, and trying to find a
tenporary rel ease.

CHRI S
It’s good advi ce.

RANDY
| know. That’s the problema | ot of
people don't really get about
t hensel ves. It affects everyone
differently. For sonme people it’s
this obsession with travelling. For
rich people it’s being on a yacht,
or whatever. For poor people it’s
usual |y substance abuse. | don’t
know. But at the end of the day the
thing is this: we’'re humans, and
we’' re gonna al ways be unconfortabl e
naturally. It’s in our nature to
convi nce oursel ves whatever we're
doing is the "right" deci sion.

CHRI S
That' s true.

RANDY
Yeah. It’s hel pful to know | don’t
have to make these choices |
usually do, it’s just nme doing it
to pass the tine. | don't feel as
trapped. Sonetinmes when I'’min the
m ddl e of doi ng sonething |
remenber what she said.

CHRI S
And you do it anyway?

RANDY
Sonet i nes.
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CHRI S
Wait a second, | don’'t think that’s
what her point was. | think you're

supposed to consi der stopping-

RANDY
Who knows? It's |ike | said:
there’s no plunber for life. A
therapy is....is a suggestion. You
don’'t have to listen to everything
you hear. And anyway, that was
years ago. It’'s not like I kept

goi ng.

CHRI S
No, of course you woul dn’t.

The car finally arrives in the parking |ot of a Hone Depot.
RANDY
Al right, so you know what you're
| ooki ng for?

CHRI S
What ? You' re coming with ne.

RANDY si ghs, annoyed.

RANDY
Yes. But | need to make a call.
Just head in and I’ meet you in

there. Please: it’s about another
job, it mght be a |l ot of noney.
GQuy said | could only reach him at
this tinme.

CHRI S
Ckay, fine.

When CHRI S | eaves, RANDY wat ches himfor a nonent. \Wen he’'s
far enough, RANDY pulls out his little bottle of vodka from
t he gl ove conpartnent.

He has a short nonent to hinself, having a few quick sips,
taking a breath, and rubbing his tenples. This is his

medi tati on.

After a nonent...a woman wal ks by. RANDY pani cs.

RANDY
Oh shit.

As she gets closer to his window, he clunsily puts the vodka
bottl e under his shirt poorly attenpting to conceal it.
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EXT. CAR - DAY

The woman wal ki ng by happens to see RANDY.

The vodka bottle conceal ed under his shirt | ooks very
suggestive at this point. It |Iooks |like he’'s concealing an
erection.

She gives himan angry | ook.

RANDY and the wonan | ook at each other for a tense nonent.

RANDY
It’s not what you t hink!
WOVAN
Get the fuck out of the car. NOW
RANDY
Please! I'"msorry! It’s honestly
not what it |ooks like. | swear!
WOVAN
Get out of the car! I'"mcalling the

pol i ce!
RANDY starts panicking. He starts the car.

WOVAN
What, are you gonna drive away?
have your license plate asshol e!!

CHRI S wal ks back to the car and sees the argunment happeni ng.

CHRI S
Ch, Jesus Chri st.

He starts jogging back to the car.

CHRI S
Hey! What’'s goi ng on?

WOVAN
Is this your friend? This pervert
was just jerking off in there!

CHRI S
RANDY! What the fuck, get out of
t he car!

RANDY

GQuys. Listen.
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He slowy pulls the vodka bottle out, revealing it was not a
boner, just a poorly placed m stake.

RANDY
|’msorry. I’man idiot.

CHRI S

(to woman)

He wasn’t...doing that. He' s just
an alcoholic. That's it.

WOVAN
Well, I should still call the
police. You shouldn’t be drinking
and driving, anyway.

RANDY
| know. Maam |'mreally sorry. But
|"ve already run into trouble with
the | aw before. One nore strike and
| m done. Please. My life is in
your hands.

CHRI S tal ks to the WOVAN, al nost ignoring RANDY now.

CHRI S
What do you want to do? It’s
entirely up to you. |I’'Il support

what ever deci sion you meke, it’s
your choi ce.

The WOMAN | ooks at RANDY, and then | ooks at CHRI S.

CHRI S
| just met this guy this norning.
He’s ny plunber. He cane over to
fix the sink, and we just canme here
to get some supplies. He nmeans
nothing to nme: you can make
what ever choice to want.

She | ooks at both of them again.

WOVAN
Fine...l”mnot gonna press any
charges or anything. But right now
get out of the fuckin car. | need
to see you' re not gonna be the one
drivi ng.

RANDY finally exits the car like he's |eaving a hostage

situation that’s comng to an end. He's filled with fear,
al nost shaki ng.
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CHRI S enters the driver’'s seat.

RANDY
(to woman)
|"msorry. |...See you
lat-...Um..Just...thank you.

He wal ks around to the passenger seat, and CHRIS starts the
car.

The WOVAN stands there nonentarily glaring at the two of
them before finally wal king away.

RANDY
So did you find the snake?
CHRI S
Jesus Christ, Randy. | was gone for

like 2 m nutes and -

CHRI S starts driving.

RANDY
Ch, for the Iove of god. You saw it
yoursel f! | didn’t do nothing.
CHRI S
To tell you honestly: |I’mnot sure

what | saw. | just wanted to get
the hell outta there.

RANDY
VWhat the hell’s that supposed to
nean, you're not sure?

CHRI S
| don’t know. I don’t know, man. I
dont. All I'"'msaying is...| ve
only known you for a couple hours
now, and this is not where |
i mgi ned the day would be at this
poi nt. When you neet someone for
the first tine, the day isn't
supposed to go like this.

RANDY
So you think I did it?

CHRI S
| don’t know. But |I’mjust saying:
you' re clearly not a normal person.
A normal plunber’s day shoul dn’t
unfold like this, man. I'’msorry,
but it shouldn't.
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RANDY
| don’t know what that even neans.

CHRI S
Maybe that right there is your
probl em WMaybe you did do it.
You' re not exactly firing on all
cylinders here. What if you did it
and forgot..l nean you’ ve been
apparently drinking all norning.
Did you ever think of that?

RANDY
|"mpretty sure if | was a public
masturbator 1’d renmenber, Chris. |
mean, are you hearing yourself?

CHRI S
Were you listening to that woman?
She was really angry.

RANDY doesn’t say anything, just |ooks out the w ndow for
awhi | e.

CHRI S
You' re drunk. | nean....what if
your hand just went in that
direction. Started touching it.
| nadvertently rubbing on it. Mybe
you didn’t even know you were doi ng
it.

RANDY
For FUCK s sake. Chris. I'mtelling
you: | didn't do anything. |I'm
TELLI NG YOQU honestly here.

CHRI S
| really hope so. The legality of
what | just did is so questionable.
| feel awful. A man protecting
another man fromthe law...| just
feel awful.

Sil ence as RANDY continues to | ook out the w ndow.

CHRI S
| don’t even know you.
RANDY
Can we just not say anything for

awhi | e?
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CHRI S
Fine with ne.

CHRI S keeps driving as RANDY conti nues staring out the
passenger w ndow silently.

FADE TO BLACK.

EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY

The WOVAN (she will now be referred to as ALLIE) fromthe
RANDY i nci dent wal ks al one. She enters a cafe.

| NT. CAFE - DAY

ALLIE sits al one, | ooking at her phone.

After a nonent, DEBRA enters.

DEBRA
Hey Allie. Waiting |long? Sorry.

ALLI E
Ch. Hey! Wat ? No.

ALLIE seens a little out of it. She stands up, they hug each
ot her, and sit down.

DEBRA
So. .. how ve you been?
ALLI E
Me? I’m..I"malright. The sane
old, you know. Still working at the
agency.
There’'s a lull in the conversation as ALLIE | ooks off in the

di stance, distracted by sonet hing.

DEBRA
|’ mdoing fine as well, thanks for
aski ng.
ALLI E
What ?
DEBRA
I m ki ddi ng.
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ALLI E
Way, what happened?
DEBRA
No, | neant...You didn't ask how I
was doing, and | said | was kidding
about that.
ALLI E
Ch...l"msorry.
DEBRA
Are you alright?
ALLI E
Huh? 1’ mfine. |’ m okay. Wy?
DEBRA
You seem ..l don’t know. Are you
sure?
ALLI E

Yeah, yeah. I'’malright. How are
you? What have you been up to?

DEBRA
| " m okay. Not hi ng.

DEBRA
What’ s wong? You ve been acting
weird ever since | got here.

ALLI E
It’s nothing...it’'s just a weird
day |’ ve been havi ng.

DEBRA
What happened?

ALLI E
This...stupid guy on the way here.

DEBRA
Oh no. Are you hurt?

ALLI E

Thankfully, no. It was dunb. | feel
enbarrassed even bringing it up.
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DEBRA
Don’t be. You can talk about it if
you want to. O not. |I'mhere for
you.

ALLI E
Vell...l was wal king here fromny
car. And | saw this guy -

ALLI E | owers her voi ce.

ALLI E
Masturbating in his car

DEBRA
Ch ny goodness. Not hi ng happened to
you physically though right?

ALLI E
No, | just saw it unfortunately.
It’s so gross.

DEBRA
Oh | know, it’'s awful.

ALLI E
It happened to you too?

DEBRA
Yeah.

ALLI E
Oh ny god. | can’t believe that
guy. | thought I was the only one.
So what tinme did it happen to you
t oday?

DEBRA
Wait, what? No, it didn't happen
today. |I'’mjust saying, it’s
sonething |’ ve been confronted with
t 0o.

ALLI E

Ww, really? | had no idea it was a
common t hi ng.

DEBRA
Yeah unfortunately. A friend of
mne lives in New York. She says
she sees a guy exposing hinself at
| east twi ce a week.
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ALLI E
Jeez.
DEBRA
| know. Anyway, you' re alright
t hough?
ALLI E
Yeah, 1’1l be fine.
DEBRA
Good, good.
ALLI E

| got his plates.

DEBRA
Vll, that’s a big deal! Wat are
you gonna do?

ALLI E
| don’t know yet. Haven't deci ded.

INT. CHRIS KITCHEN - DAY

RANDY i s hammering away at something under the sink really
[ oudl y.

CHRI S wat ches as the sound clearly upsets him
RANDY cones back out fromthe sink

RANDY
Al right, we’ ve got enough space.
Now we gotta snake the fuckin’
t hi ng.

CHRI S shakes his head "no." He gets a beer fromthe fridge
and sits on a nearby chair.

RANDY
Hey, can | get one of those?

He shakes his head no again, and gives CHRI S a serious | ook.

CHRI S
| need to take a break. | can’'t
work with you right now.

RANDY

Wrk with me? I’ mthe one doing al
t he work here!
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CHRI S
It’s been a crazy day.

RANDY | ooks at himdifferently.

RANDY
Hey, are you okay?

CHRI S keeps drinking his beer quietly.

RANDY
Cone on, let’s snake this thing and
Il be done.
CHRIS still looks tired and stressed out. Hearing RANDY talk
is upsetting him
RANDY
What’ s wong man?
Si | ence.
RANDY
Look, is this still about before?
tol d you not hi ng happened.
CHRI S

| don’t know if | believe you. And
ei ther way: you' re forgetting about
it awfully fast for a guy who

al nost had his life in trouble.

RANDY
|’ mnot sure what else there is to
tell you. I’'ve already told you

not hi ng happened. The | ady’ s gone
home. What do you want ne to do?

CHRI S
| have a dashboard canera.
RANDY
So what ?
CHRI S
Let’s watch what happened. Ri ght
now.
RANDY

Do what ever you want, you're
wasting your goddamm ti ne.
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CHRI S
Ckay.
CHRI S gets up and sets his beer down.

CHRI S
Let’s go. You think I’m bl uffing?

CHRI S makes his way to the front door.

RANDY
Hey, wait a second. Cone on now
man. You don't have to watch that.

CHRI S stops and | ooks at him

RANDY
You don’t trust me?

CHRI S
No.

CHRI S goes outside and we see himenter his car.

As CHRI'S does this we see RANDY start to slowy break down.
He's nortified, and trenbling.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

CHRI S wat ches sonmething on a | aptop as RANDY | ooks
conpl etely enbarrassed.

After a nonent of RANDY getting increasingly nore
unconfortable, and CHRI S | ooking on in a sort of disturbed
trance. ..

CHRI S cl oses the | aptop.

CHRI S
| should report you to the
aut horities.

RANDY
Pl ease don’t. You don’t have to do
t hat .
After a nonent of both of them processing the video, CHRI S
finally taps the space bar audibly and slides the |aptop
shut .
Si | ence.

CHRI S | ooks shaken.
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RANDY

(quietly)
At |east ny dick wasn’t show ng.

CHRI S
VWhat's that?

RANDY
| said, it’s a good thing ny-

CHRI S
No, | heard what you said. But what
are you tal king about. Wy woul d
you....why on earth would you think
that’'s a positive? Wiy woul d you
say that?

RANDY
(munbl es)
| don’t know.

CHRI S
You do realize you' re in trouble
here right? You' re in the wong.

RANDY
What are you sayi ng?
CHRI S
Just stop tal king. Please. | need
t o think.
CHRIS is still in recovery node.
RANDY

Are you gonna call the police? |
woul d really appreciate it if you

didn’t. | mean | understand why you
feel like you have to. But you
don’ t.

CHRI S

FEEL Iike | have to? | do. You're
100% wr ong here.

RANDY
No, | see where you're comng from
| do...But-

CHRI S
But what? Wal k ne through why you
woul d do this. Explain your thought
process here.
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RANDY
kay, look. | just think a thing
like this..it’s not that "wong" as
you say.

CHRIS eyes widen, and waits for RANDY to conti nue.

RANDY
Like | said: | didn't even expose
myself. If I"’min a car and
everyt hing down there is
conceal ed..where is the harmin
t hat ?

CHRI S
Randy, you're in a parked car in
public. That’s public indecency.

RANDY
| respectfully disagree.

CHRI S
Whet her you’ re wavi ng your dick
outside or in a car, it doesn't
matter. You're not at hone, nman.
What the fuck is wong with you?

RANDY
| really don't know. Al | can tel
you is...that’s what I'’minto. |
try nmy best to nmake sure no one
gets hurt. And | really don’t think
anyone was hurt today.

CHRI S
Ckay, well...do you at |east agree
that you don’t have a healthy
relationship with sex?

RANDY
No, not really. | don't really see
the harmin what | did.

CHRI S
Do you not see how this kind of
behavi our isn’t nornmal ?

RANDY
Fine. | guess it’s a
non-traditional thing to be into. |
can agree with that.
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CHRI S
And do you not see how this could
be damagi ng to soneone?

RANDY
No, not really. I'"msorry, | really
am But the truth is: | don't see

the harm It’s just how | feel.

CHRIS is silent, |ooking at RANDY in disgust.

RANDY
| don’t think wonmen shoul d be
described as these delicate fragile
little creatures. Don’t you think
they' re stronger than that?

CHRI S
Don’t give ne that shit. Don't try
to turn it around like I"mthe bad

guy.

RANDY
So you think they' re | ess than us?

CHRI S
No, that’s not what | said you
idiot. Most nen can physically
over power nost women, sure. But
you' re making it seemlike they
don’t need our hel p agai nst people
i ke you.

RANDY
This is ny point: years ago it
seened as if a woman coul d al ways
just slap you. O kick you in the
balls. Do sonmething if she didn’t
like you. Nowit's |ike no one
knows how to speak up for
t henmsel ves. What happened to wonen
knowi ng how to be tough?

CHRI S
It shouldn’t have to conme to that.
A woman shoul d be able to do
groceries w thout having to see you

j erking off.
RANDY
Man, listen...l wouldn't even think

of trying sonething like this if it
hadn’t worked before.
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CHRI S
That’ s besides the point. It
doesn’t matter if something works
or not. You don’t do sonething
stupi d because it worked once
before. It coul d ve been anyt hing,
it could ve just been | uck.

RANDY
But what if you could get away with
doi ng sonet hi ng? Why not take that
chance?

CHRI S | ooks shocked.

CHRI S
|’ mnot getting into this territory
with you.

RANDY
Conme on, just answer the question.

CHRI S si ghs.

CHRI S
| think...if someone could get away
wi th doi ng sonet hing, they woul dn’t
know until it was too |ate.

RANDY
But why not try?

CHRI S
The end result is not worth seeing
to ne.

RANDY

Aren’t you interested at al
though? I find it hard to believe

you’' re not.
CHRI S
No. Not the way you do it.
RANDY
VWll, that’s where you and |
iffer.

CHRI S
When we were in the car you seened
so nuch smarter about this stuff.
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RANDY
What do you nean?
CHRI S
You said you went to a therapist.
And that sex club...l don’t know
you seened nore advanced about this
shit. | thought you were turning a
corner or sonething.
RANDY
That doesn’t mean anyt hi ng.
CHRI S
You didn’'t learn anything at all?
RANDY
Not enough to significantly change
who | am Like | said: |I'’maware of

how this | ooks. And it’s bad. I
know that. But | guess |I'’m al so
aware of why | do this. Watever
it is l”mgonna do, | still act on
it.
CHRI S gets frustrated, giving up on that |ine of thought.
CHRI S
| never asked you: what is it you
got into trouble for before?

RANDY | ooks at himlike a deer in headlights.

CHRI S
You said you had two strikes. Wat
happened?

RANDY

Man, look: | don't think that’'s
very inportant.

CHRI S
That may be, but seeing as | put ny
neck on the line for you today 1'd
like to know just who | hel ped.

RANDY
The first one was a drinking and
driving thing. A DU

CHRI S
kay. . .
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RANDY
(rmunbl i ng)
And the second was...sort of a DUl
as wel | .
CHRI S

Wait, wait, wait. What does that
mean "sort of" a DUl ?

RANDY
It’s a long story.

CHRI S
W have tine.

RANDY
It was a simlar thing as today.

CHRIS is frustrated.

RANDY
| was in a parked car. It was a
| ong day. And | was drunk.

CHRI S
Jesus.

RANDY
| thought | was alone. This wonman
was wal ki ng by, and...she happened
to see ne in the mddle of doing

sonething. |I'’mnot sure why, naybe
it was the al cohol. But | kept
goi ng.

CHRI S | ooks shocked.

RANDY
W were both | ooking at each other
with full on eye contact. And |
don’t know, | just kept going until
| finished. Sonething told ne to
keep going. | thought, well, mybe

if she’s still |ooking she m ght be
into this as well. O possibly even
enter the car and help out. | don't

know. She stood there and kept
wat chi ng for awhile. Even after
came. Then she finally smled and
wal ked away.
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CHRI S
Wow,

RANDY

So I went hone that night, and it
was the sane thing as al ways. Beer,
TV, and dinner. Until | got a |oud
knock on ny front door. The police.
The | ady nmusta gotten ny |icense

pl ate. Anyway, they called ne in
for questioning. It was a whole

t hi ng.
CHRI S
And what did you get charged for?
RANDY
They were surprisingly pretty
lenient with me. | told themI| was

drunk, so it was just a DU

CHRI' S
Are you serious?

RANDY
It’s not like |I had a trench coat
and | went around exposi ng nysel f
to people. I wasn't sone dude
j unpi ng out of a bush jacking off
and scaring people. | was just
drunk in a parked car. That’s
exactly what | told the police. |
nmean, we all | aughed about it. And
they told ne it was a good thing I
wasn’t driving and | had the
fortitude to park the car.
couldn’t believe it.

CHRI S
If it was up to nme, | wouldn’t have
been so kind. That’'s the nost
ridiculous thing |I’ve ever heard.

RANDY
| didn’t do anything too wong.

CHRI S
You took your dick out in a public
pl ace, masturbated until you
ej acul ated all over yourself, and a
woman wat ched. That’s fucked up,
Randy. It’s definitely not nornmal.
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RANDY
kay, look...l’mnot proud of what
| did. But | did not cause anyone
serious harm

CHRI S
Debat abl e.

RANDY
That | ady had a choi ce. She
coul d’ ve stayed, or she could ve
left. She didn’t have to stand
there watching. It’s not like I

forced her. | nean, shit, | didn't
even know t here was someone
wat ching until | was hal fway done.

| was doing it with ny eyes cl osed
for nmost of it until SHE scared ME.

CHRI S
Ch shut the fuck up with that.

RANDY
Man. .. hey...you know what they say.
A stiff dick has no conscience. As
|l ong as you're not physically
hurti ng sonmeone, | don't see the
har m

CHRI S
You have to be better than that.
It’s about being a responsi bl e guy,
not aimng for the | east possible
form of sexual assault you can get
away W th.

RANDY
| hear you.

RANDY
| think we should check up on the
kitchen sink. It’s been enough
time. Maybe we can tal k about what
you' re gonna do | ater

CHRI S
Good i dea.

A brief nonment of quiet as RANDY | ooks at the sink and
cont enpl at es sonet hi ng.
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RANDY
Take a |l ook at this, man.

RANDY begins the intense process of snaking the pipe. It
i nvol ves screwi ng and unscrewi ng the netal rod, pushing and
pulling, and RANDY is really getting into it.

RANDY
W're al nost there!

CHRI S
Wow,

RANDY

It’s actually goi ng down!

W see the water slowy starting to di sappear.

CHRI S

G eat.
RANDY

That’s it? It’'s al nost fixed!
CHRI S

It’s...it’s tough for ne to be

excited right now.

RANDY stops being proud for a second, renenbering the
seriousness of the day.

CHRI S
You know what pisses nme off about
t hi s whol e thing?

RANDY
Chri ssake.

CHRI S
It’s not just that you' re wong.
That’ s one thing. But you re so
fucking arrogantly wong. Quys like
you...you think you re always
right. Wth you there’s no
m ddl egr ound.

RANDY is silent.
CHRI S
Lemme ask you sonet hing. You

actual ly think YOU. The great RANDY
has all the answers?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

52.

RANDY
When you put it |ike that way, no.
Qovi ously not. But you are right
that | amconfident in a lot of ny
opi ni ons.

CHRI S
See, that’s what | nean. You
actually think with all the
possibilities, all the different
peopl e, and opi nions, and points of
viewin this life...yours is the
ONE opinion that is the right one.

RANDY
No, it’'’s not like that at all.

CHRI S
So what is it with you then? The
only explanation can be that you
know you’ re wong, but you nmake
shit up to obscure it. Cognitive
di ssonance.

RANDY
Cogni tive what?

CHRI S
Not hi ng. Forget it.

RANDY
Look. | don’t know nothing about
all this cog in the machine type
stuff, but "Il just say this: |
may not know these million dollar
words |ike you, but shit...Il feel

like I"mcomng froma sincere
pl ace at | east.

CHRI S
Wait, what?

RANDY
Al this talk of being a good guy.
| have a feeling you' re |ess
genui ne than you think. You talk
about wonen |ike they’ re dunber
than you. Don’t wonen have agency?
You’' re making this whole thing
sound like they’ re just penguins
standi ng around |i ke fucking

idiots. | nean, if you were
standing in the mddle of a street
( MORE)
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RANDY (cont’ d)
and there was a car or sonething
com ng at you what would you do?
You' d get the fuck out of the way,
right? Unl ess you were suicidal,
you’ d nove.

CHRI S
Your point being...

RANDY
| understand what you’ re saying
about being a good person. Ckay?
|’mnot a fucking idiot: | get
where you' re comng from

CHRIS waits for nore.

Si | ence.

RANDY

" mjust saying we can’t paint
wonen as these hel pl ess bei hgs who
need to be protected at all costs,
and treated Ii ke a bunch of fucking
infants. | get what you’'re saying:

| have to be better. It’s true. Men
have...work to do. But if | have to
get better, doesn’t everyone?

CHRI S
| guess. I'mnot really sure that’s
where our priorities should start
t hough. W should start at the root
of the problem Which is...you' re a
creepy dude who has difficulty
controlling his urges. Then we can
tal k about ot her people and what
t hey have to do.

CHRI S
I f you' re masturbating in a car in
broad daylight...and after you cum
you still haven’t cone to your
senses....you ve got problens. If
you do that shit your first inpulse
after should be: what the fuck is
wong with me? Not: what the fuck
is wong with the world and
everyone el se? You see what |’ m
sayi ng?
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RANDY
| do. And | don’t disagree that I'm
a fucked up person.

CHRI S
But . ..

RANDY
It’s just that, when we're talking
about sonmething like this there are
too many factors here for ne to
conpletely agree with you. Both
sides talk so nuch shit and
m sconstrue shit until you sit
there and realize you' re listening
to made-up words. | nean, why is it
that if | tell someone to have
street smarts that’s victim
bl am ng. That’'s not what |I’mtrying
to say at all. People are
untrustworthy and they try to hide
behind it.

CHRI S
| guess, | don’t know.

RANDY
Li ke there was this story awhile
ago | renenber reading in the
paper. There was this guy, a
cabdriver. He picks up this drunk
woman one ni ght. Good | ooki ng.
Early 20s. Col |l ege student.

CHRI S
kay?

RANDY
The guy apparently drove the poor
girl to some ravine. A dead end on
this suburban street. An eye
Wi tness testified in court saying
he was seen draggi ng her body
behi nd a bush...and you know t he
rest. She was found there the next
nmor ni ng. Brui sed body and all the
wor ks.

CHRI S
Wow,
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RANDY
Crazy story, isn't it?
CHRI S
Yeah. ..
RANDY

It’s a detailed story, except it
di dn’ t fucki ng happen.

CHRI S
What do you nean?

RANDY
It came out afterward that the
cabdriver had a security canera
install ed. You know what happened
that night? He picked her up and
dropped her off. That’'s it, end of
story.

CHRI S
VWhat about the wi tness?

RANDY
The girl’s friend. They nade up the
story and worked together to fuck
over this poor cabdriver guy. If it
was up to them the guy woul d’ ve
gotten put away in jail for
not hi ng.

CHRI' S
Jesus Christ. Why are you telling
me all this?

RANDY
My point is: wonen can be just as
shitty as nmen. Since the beginning
of time it’s always been this way:
men can over power wonen.
Unfortunately, that’s just true.
Unl ess she’s a bodybuil der or sone
shit. So evolution gifted wonen
with a different ability of their
own. They devel oped their m ndfuck
skills. Their manipulation skills
are at a greater |level than ours,
that’s why it’s got the word MAN in
it, because that’s who they use it
agai nst.
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CHRI S
| don’t know about all of
that...Men can be mani pul ative too.

RANDY
| don’t think they can. Not at the
sane | evel, anyway. The problem
with this whole "believing wonen"
thing is that they' re human too. W
really shouldn’t believe EVERYTH NG
anyone says, man or woman,
i mredi atel y. Just because they say
it’s true, that doesn’'t nean it is.
That shit is very dangerous.

CHRI S
You' ve got sone really unpopul ar
opinions. |I'mhonestly glad ny wfe

isnt here to listen to this shit.

RANDY
| know. And the thing is, | stil
don’t think anything |I’ve done or
said today is that bad.

CHRI S
What, is there sonething you
haven't said yet?

RANDY
Hmm ..no. Not really.
CHRI S
kay. . .
RANDY

Well there is one thing. But fuck
it.

CHRI S
No, go ahead. | actually want to
hear this. I’menjoying this now,
it’s funny to me to hear a guy so
of f the mark.

RANDY
Okay. Sonet hing that has al ways
bot hered ne, and |’ ve noticed it
nore in recent history.
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CHRI S
Go on.
RANDY
You know t hat keys and | ocks
anal ogy?
CHRI S
What’ s that?
RANDY

The ol d anal ogy of if a guy gets
laid a lot he’s | ooked at as a
master with a useful key. Because
he can get any |ock open. But if a
worren fucks a | ot she sonmehow has a
usel ess | ock and she’s | ooked at as
a used up ol d whore.

CHRI S
| " ve heard that. Maybe not so
crassly, but yes |I’ve heard that.

RANDY
Peopl e have been using that anal ogy
for years. | renenber hearing that

in high school when | was a kid. So
why is it suddenly offensive now?

CHRI S
Ti mes change. It’s just not right
to say anynore.

RANDY
Yeah but why. |I’mnot asking froma
mal i ci ous pl ace, can you just
explain it to ne? You' re a smart
guy, tell me what |’m m ssing.

CHRI S
Well, I think the problem cones
from sham ng. You re not supposed
to tell soneone to feel bad about
doing a thing. O sonething |ike
that. | don’t know, |’ mjust
certain it’s wong to say.

RANDY
But why? Isn't it true that a guy
has to do different stuff to get
laid? All a woman has to do is go
out si de. . .
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CHRI S
| know what you' re saying. But it’s
not that sinple. It’'s a matter of
wonen feeling they don’t have the
sane freedons as nen

RANDY
| " mnot tal king about that. I’ m not
sayi ng a woman who fucks a | ot of
guys is a bad person. |’mjust

saying it’s nothing to feel proud
of. It doesn’'t require nearly the
sane | evel of skill it takes a guy.

CHRI S
Maybe, | don’t know. Who can say
for sure? Casual sex is different

for everyone. You' |l never know
what wonen have to go through, so
why not just...l don’t know, shut

the fuck up about iit?

RANDY
Listen, | accept the fact that I'm
not..l don’t know, |’ m obviously
not a genius here. | know | don’t
have all the answers, |I'm
presenting a point of view It’s
upsetting to think about, | know.

|’ msorry | guess.

CHRIS is still quiet.

RANDY
The hardest part of all of this is
not soundi ng insensitive. |’ m not

trying to be a dick here. There’'s
bad apples for nen and wonen. It

al ways feels Iike the guys who
blindly defend ALL wonen are the
sane types of guys that woul d be
killed by a female serial killer or
somet hi ng, you know? Peopl e have
gotta be careful out there, man.

CHRI S

(frustrated)
Fair enough.
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RANDY
|"msorry if | canme across as
t 00. .
CHRI S

Nah, don’t be. | guess | mght’ve
been too argunentative, but | can
see where you' re comng from

RANDY
Yeah?

CHRI S
Don't take that to nean |’ mjoining
the dark side or something. | stil
t hi nk you're a fucked up
i ndi vi dual

RANDY
So-

CHRI S
But you’ ve nanaged to humani ze
yourself | guess. | don’t think

t hat nmakes your behavi our any | ess
bad...or defensible even. But
hearing you talk helps nme to
understand the nature of what |’'m
dealing with here.

RANDY
What do you nean?

CHRI S
| nean...your type of behaviour.
The destructive stuff. 1’1l say it:

jerking off compul sively. It’s
ingrained in our culture. The fact
that you don’t understand how it
can be wong is a sign of a...l'm
not sure. It’'s a system c thing.
Let’'s face it, |I’mnot changing
your m nd about anything here

t oday.

RANDY
No, probably not.

CHRI S
Exactly. You re wal king out of here
as the sanme nan you were when you
came in. O her people would say you
have already hit rock bottom and
you don’t even realize you have.
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RANDY
Huh.

CHRI S
| don’t think guys |ike you ever
change, do they?

RANDY
| don’t know.

CHRI S
Probably not in any meani ngful way.

Short sil ence.

CHRI S
| gotta tell you something. Wen
was younger...one of the worst
things 1’ve ever done is bullying a
girl. Wien | was a kid, | was kind
of a piece of shit. | kind of even
don’t wanna get into it. But the
gist of it is lots and |lots of
ver bal abuse. And at one point |
pushed her. | nmean, | didn’t know
what the fuck | was doi ng when
was a kid. Not entirely. But as an
adult...now |l’msick to ny stonmach.
| can’t believe |I'’mthe same guy. |
know | was wrong. That poor fucking
kid...l’mashaned of it, really.
But here’s what |I’mgetting at:
once the danage has been done is
there really any com ng back? I'ma
husband and father, and | try to
donate noney to shit every once in
awhi l e when | can. But at the end
of the day I'mstill the guy that
did that stuff when I was a kid.
Who knows how that girl ended up as
a result of nme bullying her all the
time. Now that 1’m "cured" or
what ever....good for ne. But what
about her? |’ ve probably altered
that poor girl’s life permanently.
Just |ike you have probably ruined
wonen’s |ives on purpose or not...

RANDY exhal es a deep breath, overwhel ned at the thought. He

is finally confronting sonmething he’s been avoiding for a
really long tine.
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After a LONG MOMVENT of the two nen sitting there and
contenpl ating the consequences of their actions, RANDY
finally stands.

CHRIS follows himas they wal k back to the sink.
RANDY proceeds to snake the pipe with full force.

RANDY
W're al nost there.

After a violent plunging of the pipe, we hear the water
finally start to go down the sink’s drain. After the smal
nmonment, the water is gone to the | ast drop.

RANDY
W didit.

RANDY cat ches hi s breath.
RANDY

Look, about your question. If
peopl e can change and if it nmakes a

difference. I"man idiot but I
think it’s just |ike your kitchen
si nk.
CHRI S
(di stract ed)
Hm?
RANDY

| nean...as people...W ve al ways
gotta be assessing and anal yzi ng
how we’ re doing. O herw se. .

He npotions to the sink.

RANDY
... Probl ens.
Si | ence.
RANDY
But then again what the fuck do |
know?
CHRI'S sm es.
RANDY
Listen, so....are we alright or
what ?
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CHRI S
Wth. ..

RANDY
Are you gonna um you’'re not gonna
report ne to the police or
sonet hing, right?

CHRI S
No. But one condition: if | ever
have a problemw th the sink again
you' re com ng over to fix it. For

free.

RANDY
Done.

CHRI S

| have the video. |I'm 100% seri ous
about using it if | need to.

RANDY
| understand. W’ re good?

CHRI S
G ve ne ny noney back.

RANDY opens his wall et and hands CHRI S back the nbney he was
paid earlier.

CHRI S
Now get the fuck out of ny house.

RANDY puts the snake away in his tool box silently. He | ooks
at the sink one last tine, and | eaves.

Over the cl osed door:

THE END.



